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The Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) has a wide global distribution (Kochert et
al. 2002), in North America covering Alaska, Canada, the contiguous United States,
and Mexico. In Mexico its distribution ranges from the Baja California Peninsula east
to the highlands of northeastern Sonora (Russell and Monson 1998) and Chihuahua
and south to Colima, San Luis Potosi, Guanajuato, and Querétaro (Howell and Webb
1995). In Mexico, the Golden Eagle inhabits temperate forest, grasslands, and xeric
scrub (Rodriguez-Estrella 2002). It may be extirpated as a breeding species in the
central area from Guanajuato and Querétaro (Kochert et al. 2002) and is listed as
a threatened species in the Norma Oficial Mexicana (SEMARNAT 2002) as a result
of mortality caused by electrocution, pesticide poisoning, hunting, and habitat loss.
In the Baja California Peninsula, juveniles as well as adults of the Golden Eagle have
been reported (Rodriguez-Estrella et al. 1991, Rodriguez-Estrella 2002, Erickson et
al. 2002, Ruiz-Campos et al. 2005), but there is little information about nesting sites.
Nesting in Baja California has been reported previously from San Telmo (30° 49" N;
Anthony 1893, cited by Grinnell 1928), San José (30° 48" N; nest in good repair,
Hill and Wiggins 1948), and along the Rio Santo Domingo (30° 45" N; active nest,
Erickson et al. 2002). But no systematic effort to find Golden Eagle nests has been
made in northern Baja California (L. F. Kiff pers. comm. through R. A. Erickson).

On 6 and 14 July 2007 we observed three Golden Eagles, two adults and one
juvenile, in Arroyo El Barbén, Guadalupe Valley, 31 km northeast of Ensenada and
12 km east of the community of Guadalupe. The juvenile was identified by white
coloration at the base of primary feathers and a wide white band in the base of rec-
trices. We observed the eagles for 2 hours on 6 July and 1 hour on 14 July 14. On
18 August we did not observe any eagles at the site.

On 6 July, we located the nest on a cliff 80 m high, situated in cracks of the rocks.
One of the adults carried a Black-tailed Jackrabbit (Lepus californicus) toward the top
of the cliff. Suitable prey, both the jackrabbit and California Ground Squirrel (Sper-
mophilus beecheyi), are common in the area. The three eagles were near the nest,
but the juvenile, accompanied by both adults, was already flying within the canyon
and vocalizing. On the basis of the Golden Eagle’s incubation and nestling periods
and the apparent age of the juvenile, in the process of becoming independent, the
egg was likely laid at the end of March.

The nest was in a canyon with vegetated with scrub, coast live oaks (Quercus agri-
folia), willows (Salix lasiolepis), and cottonwood trees (Populus fremontii). Along the
canyon are several hot springs connected by a stream. The nest is above the natural
pools, 4 km from the closest agricultural area, consisting of vineyards, in an area often
visited by local tourists. Human access to the eagle’s nest is difficult but not impossible,
but we expect the main threats to be fires, disturbance, and hunting. According to
the landowner, raptors occur in the canyon every year, although he had not identified
them as Golden Eagles. The site offers the opportunity for further research.
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