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The Hooded Grosbeak (Coccothraustes abeillei) is endemic to evergreen montane
forests from northern Mexico to northern Central America (Carter 2014). Like
its two congeners—the Hawfinch (C. coccothraustes) of Europe, Asia, and north
Africa, and the Evening Grosbeak (C. vespertinus) of North America—the Hooded
Grosbeak is generally quiet and inconspicuous when nesting (Komar 2002). Nearly
75 years passed between the formal naming of the Evening Grosbeak and the first
descriptions of its nesting habits (Speirs 1968). Clement (2010) and Carter (2014)
summarized what very little has been published concerning nesting of the Hooded
Grosbeak, primarily on the basis of the work of Thurber et al. (1987; phenology),
Howell and Webb (1995; brief description of nest site), and Komar (2002; phenology,
nest description, and behavior). Carter (2014) noted further that “data on clutch
size, egg color, and incubation have not been recorded.” Additional references to the
timing and locations for “breeding” and juveniles collected were listed by Miller et
al. (1957). We prepared this note in response to this paucity of information.

On 21 June 2021 Mario Alvarez Lara and Kurt and Cindy Radamaker accompa-
nied us in searching for Hooded Grosbeaks and other mysteries at Valle del Ovni (23°
03'20"N, 99° 13" 46" W; elevation 1360 m), Gémez Farfas Municipality, Tamaulipas,
Mexico. At approximately 13:30 Alvarez Lara spotted a male Hooded Grosbeak. The
bird soon flew a short distance across the road on which we were standing to join
a female. While the rest of us were admiring the pair of adults, Alvarez Lara found
two live young birds (Figure 1) on the road at our feet. We eventually looked up to
see the nest as well, about 3 m from where the adults had been before slipping away
while we were distracted with the young. Valdés found no grosbeaks in the area
during a return visit on 9 July 2021.

The nest was approximately 4 m above the ground on the horizontal branch of
a large Mexican Hornbeam (Carpinus tropicalis) in a tangle with grape (Vitis sp.)
(Figures 2 and 3). We were unable to see the top of the nest, including its contents,
but from below it appeared to be a rather flat, bulky platform of twigs, perhaps 20
cm in diameter. In all of these ways the nest fit well within the range of characteris-
tics described previously for the Hooded Grosbeak (Carter 2014), as well as for the
Hawfinch (Cramp and Perrins 1994) and Evening Grosbeak (Speirs 1968, Gillihan
and Byers 2001).

The nestlings were perhaps 8-10 days old—on the basis of nestling Evening
Grosbeaks opening their eyes at an age of 4-6 days and fledging at 13-14 days (Gil-
lihan and Byers 2001)—too young to be out of the nest. The birds were undergoing
prejuvenal molt, as evidenced by the synchronous growth of coverts and remiges,
as well as the loose down feathers being replaced (R. S. Terrill pers. comm.). Feath-
ers of the breast were cinnamon colored, those of the back olive, and those of the
wings primarily blackish (with pale tertials just emerging and underwing coverts
apparently pale yellow). Only pale gray down feathers were present on the head, and
down feathers were also scattered on the back and wings. The nestlings’ bills were
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FIGURE 1. Young Hooded Grosbeaks found below their nest at Valle del Ovni,
Tamaulipas, Mexico, 21 June 2021.

Photo by Richard A. Erickson
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FIGURE 2. View from below of nest of the Hooded Grosbeak in a tangle of Mexican
Hornbeam (Carpinus tropicalis) and grape (Vitis sp.) at Valle del Ovni, Tamaulipas,
Mexico, 9 July 2021.

Photo by René Valdés
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FIGURE 3. Close-up view of Hooded Grosbeak (Coccothraustes abeillei) nest at Valle
del Ovni, Tamaulipas, Mexico, 9 July 2021.

Photo by René Valdés

drab gray-green, and their legs and feet were pale pinkish. Their eyes were black-
ish. Nestlings of the species have not been described or photographed previously.

The larger of the two nestlings was bloody. We have no idea what befell them or
what portion of the clutch they may have represented. In the Hawfinch the clutch
size ranges from 3 to 5 (Cramp and Perrins 1994), in the Evening Grosbeak 2 to 5
(Gillihan and Byers 2001). The nestlings’ different sizes suggest asynchronous hatch-
ing, as is reported for the Hawfinch (Cramp and Perrins 1994). We left the young
together on the slope next to the road, their fate unknown. Additional photos are
posted at https://ebird.org/checklist/S90631344.

We searched the literature and examined all reports of the Hooded Grosbeak
through https://ebird.org for references to potential nesting (Table 1). Evidence of
nesting in eBird extended from 8 April to 11 October and covered the length of
the species’ range from Chihuahua to El Salvador (Table 1). Nest substrates men-
tioned include pine (n = 2) and Mexican Cypress (Cupressus lusitanica; n = 1). The
most interesting observations are from San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, where
Francesca Albini observed family groups as late as September in 2013 and 2017. In
2017 adults were building a nest from 27 August to 1 September, overlapping with
the time that young were begging from the same individuals, from 27 August to
2 September (https://ebird.org/checklist/S38859177, S38919551, S38949309, and
$38967506). This strongly suggests attempted double brooding, but the second at-
tempt appears to have ultimately failed. Komar (2002) also suspected renesting in
El Salvador 27-29 July 1999. Cramp and Perrins (1994) reported multiple broods of
the Hawfinch in captivity but no confirmation in the wild. Double brooding is rare
in the Evening Grosbeak but has apparently been confirmed in Colorado (Gillihan
and Byers 2001). The long nesting season for the Hooded Grosbeak documented
here suggests that multiple broods may not be unusual, or that the phenology of its
food varies regionally and/or by year.
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TAaBLE1 Phenology of Nesting of the Hooded Grosbeak

Source
eBird?
Visiting ~ Nest building/ Recently
Published probable  carrying nest Occupied fledged  Feeding
Location literature® nest site material nest young young
Chihuahua 14 Aug
(n=1)
Sinaloa 19 Jun-29 Jul
(n=1)
Durango 28 Jun
(n=1)
Tamaulipas 8 Jun (juvenile;
n=1)
Hidalgo 22 Apr
(n=1)
Michoacan 30 Jun
(small juvenile;
n=1)
Distrito Federal 11 Apr
(n=1)
Morelos 8 Mar
(n=1)
Guerrero 3 Jun (laying)
-16Jun (n =2)
Chiapas 30 May-7 Jun 8 Apr-1 Sep 30 Jul-1
(n=1) (n=6) Sep
(n=3)
Guatemala 15Jun 13 Apr-30 Aug 7 May 17Jul 21 Aug-11
(n=1) (n=238) (n=1) (n=1) Oct
(n=2)
El Salvador May 23 Jun-29 Jul 24 Jun
(copulation; (n=2) (n=1)
n=1)
Full range 8 Mar-29 Jul 15 Jun 8 Apr-1Sep  7May  24Jun- 14 Aug-
(n=37) (n=9) (n=1) (n=18) (n=1) 1 Sep 11 Oct
(n=5)  (n=3)

“Based on eight reports from Miller et al. (1957) from Mexico (described only as “breeding” unless oth-
erwise specified) and one from Thurber et al. (1987) from El Salvador.

bBased on information included in 28 eBird checklists (some linked to additional observer checklists
for the same time and place) describing reproduction in the Hooded Grosbeak, of the 6335 reporting
the species from 1999 through June 2021: Mexico 2817, Guatemala 3443, Honduras 4, El Salvador 71.

We thank Mario Alvarez Lara and Kurt and Cindy Radamaker for assistance
in the field, and José Alberto Lobato Garcia, Esteban Berrones Benitez, Robert A.
Hamilton, and Weston G. Burt for advice, assistance, and inspiration. Marshall J. Iliff
provided easy access to eBird observations, and Ryan S. Terrill helped with examina-
tion of specimens at the Moore Laboratory of Ornithology, Occidental College, Los
Angeles. We also used the database of specimen collections at http://www.vertnet.
org. Matthew J. Baumann, Oliver Komar, Philip Unitt, and an anonymous reviewer
formally commented on the manuscript.
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