NOTES

NORTHERN CARDINAL NESTING IN WYOMING

ROBERT D. DORN and JANE L. DORN, 8481 Road 39, Lingle, Wyoming 82223;
linglebird@yahoo.com
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The Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) was first reported in Wyoming
on the basis of John Clearwaters” observation of a pair along Bear and Horse creeks
near LaGrange, Goshen County, date not specified (Grave and Walker 1913). Mc-
Creary (1939) reported that cardinals were being brought into the state in cages by
the Mexicans and some may have escaped or been released. The cardinal has been
reported from Wyoming at least 19 times since 1957 about equally in all seasons
except winter, for which there are only two reports (Scott 1957, 1962, Downing 1990,
Faulkner 2010, https://wybirdrecordscommittee.wordpress.com). The observations
cover most parts of the state. But there have been no reports of nesting. The species
has been classified as a “rare, irregular, yearlong visitor” (Dorn and Dorn 1999)
or a “rare visitor” (Scott 1993, Faulkner 2010, https://wybirdrecordscommittee.
wordpress.com).

In 2019 we observed at least two pairs of cardinals throughout the summer in
brush-covered hills along the North Platte River about 3 km southwest of Lingle,
Goshen County, Wyoming, but there was no evidence of nesting and the birds did
not overwinter in the area. In 2020 at least one pair of cardinals returned to the
same area. On 20 June 2020, Dyer observed an adult male with a fledgling. On the
following day he observed the adult male feeding the fledgling (Figure 1). Later that
day R. D. and J. L. Dorn observed the male feeding presumably the same fledgling

FIGURE L. Adult male Cardinal feeding fledgling, Goshen County, Wyomlng, 21 June
2020.
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at the same location (see this issue’s outside back cover). No other fledglings were
subsequently observed, although the female could have been feeding others else-
where. This appears to be the first documented record of the Northern Cardinal
nesting in Wyoming. In the winter of 2020-21 Dyer observed cardinals regularly at
this same location. On 2 July 2021 he noted an adult male feeding three fledglings
at the same location as in 2020.

The closest previously documented breeding of the species is about 60 km
southeast of this location at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, where first confirmed in 1994
(Faulkner 2010). The species nests regularly from there and east across Nebraska.
In Nebraska it is listed as more common in the east but has spread west in riparian
woodlands and is now almost statewide (Farrar 2004). The observed breeding in
Wyoming undoubtedly represents a continuing westward extension of the range
along the North Platte River.
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