NOTES
OLIVACEOUS CORMORANT RECORD FOR CALIFORNIA

On the moming of 13 April 1971 while looking at birds in the vicinity of
Imperial Dam with Bill Clow and Richard Macintosh, I found an Olivaceous
Cormorant Phalacrocorax olivaceus in breeding plumage. The bird was found
among Doublecrested Cormorants P. auritus on West Pond, situated about one
quarter mile west of Imperial Dam on the California side of the Colorado
River. During the two hours we had the bird under observation it was perched
on a short snag in the pond with an adult and three immature Double-crested
Cormorants. The close proximity of the bird to the Double-crested Cormorants
enabled us to make a direct size comparison of the two species.

The following description was taken while observing the bird through a 25X
Bushnell spotting scope at 75 to 100 yards with the sun directly behind us:

Plumage: body color black; wing feathers were slightly paler with a faint
greenish irridescence. Soft parts: gular pouch fleshy pink (this was
especially noticeable when the bird “yawned,” and was probably due to
the sunlight shining through the thin, vascularized pouch tissue); pouch
bordered posteriorly by a conspicuous white line; iris green; bill, legs and
feet dull black.
The Olivaceous Cormorant was about three-fourths the length, and one half
the bulk, of the Doublecrested Cormorants with which it was associated. It
had a long tail for a cormorant and a disproportionately small neck, head, and
bill,

This is the first observation of the Olivaceous Cormorant in California. It
breeds north to southern Sonora on the Pacific coast (van Rossem, 1945) and
to Louisiana on the Gulf of Mexico (Lowery, 1960). There are at least eight
records for Arizona (Phillips, et al., 1964; Audubon Field Notes, 15:348,
16:354, 18:476 & 527, 24:76 & 526, 25:87), seven records for Oklahoma
(Sutton, 1967; AFN, 24:694, 25:75) and five records for New Mexico
(Hubbard, 1970). Strays have been reported from Kansas, Illinois, and Colorado
(A.0.U., 1957); however, the Illinois record, originally reported by Ridgway
(1880), may be in error. I know of no records for Baja California.

LITERATURE CITED

American Ornithologists’ Union. 1957, Check-list of North American birds. 5th
ed. American Ornithologists’ Union, Baltimore.

Hubbard, J. P. 1970. Check-list of the birds of New Mexico. New Mexico
Ornithological Soc. Publ. no. 3:1-103.

Lowery, G. H., Jr. 1960. Louisiana birds. Louisiana State Univ. Press, Baton
Rouge.

Phillips, A., J. Marshall and G. Monson. 1964. The birds of Arizona. Univ. of
Arizona Press, Tucson,

Ridgway, R. 1880. On birds new to the fauna of Illinois. Bull. Nuttall Ornith.
Club, 5:31.

Sutton, G. M. 1967. Oklahoma birds. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. Norman.

van Rossem, A. J. 1945, A distributional survey of the birds of Sonora,
Mexico. Occasional Paper no. 21, Mus. of Zoology, Louisiana State Univ.,
Baton Rouge..

H, Lee Jones, Department of Zoology, University of California, Los Angeles,

California 90024.

134 Calif. Birds 2:134, 1971



