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THANKS TO WESTERN BIRDS’  
REVIEWERS AND ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Peer review is a critical step in the publication of a scientific journal. I thank the 
following people for their generosity in taking the time to provide this essential service 
sustaining the scientific quality of Western Birds for volume 50: Kenneth P. Able, 
Daniel A. Airola, Andrea Ayala, Alexander V. Badyaev, Edward C. Beedy, Thomas 
A. Benson, Jennifer Blakesley, Samuel Bressler, Carl W. Brown, Tim Brush, Bruce 
Byers, G. Vernon Byrd, Daniel S. Cooper, Alan Contreras, Lucas H. DeCicco, 
James F. Dwyer, Richard A. Erickson, Douglas W. Faulkner, Tom Gardali, Kimball 
L. Garrett, Daniel D. Gibson, Scott Gillihan, Patricia Gowaty, Robert A. Hamilton, 
Steven C. Heinl, Paul Hendricks, Osvel Hinojosa-Huerta, Grainger Hunt, Alvaro 
Jaramillo, Scott Johnson, Jeremiah Kennedy, Tony Leukering, Mark Lockwood, 
Steve Matsuoka, Chris McCreedy, Robert J. Meese, Kathy Molina, Joseph Morlan, 
Edward R. Pandolfino, Elisio Parra, Mario Pesendorfer, Nathan D. Pieplow, Stephen 
C. Rottenborn, Kachina Rowland, Daniel R. Ruthrauff, Robert L. Scher, Rodney B. 
Siegel, Desmond Sieburth, Lynne Stenzel, John C. Sterling, Ted Swem, Ryan S. 
Terrill, and Jack J. Withrow.

In addition, our associate editors, Kenneth P. Able, Matthew J. Baumann, Daniel 
S. Cooper, Douglas W. Faulkner, Kimball L. Garrett, Daniel D. Gibson, Robert E. 
Gill, Ronald R. LeValley, Dan Reinking, and Daniel R. Ruthrauff, plus featured-photo 
editor John Sterling, also serve as reviewers of the manuscripts whose review they co-
ordinate, and often of additional manuscripts at the request of other associate editors. 
Western Birds is not possible without their teamwork and dedication. Special thanks 
to Dan Reinking, who stepped down this year, after 15 years of service as an associate 
editor, and Ron LeValley, who has stepped down after 20 years of service—legacies 
of lasting value to ornithology. I’m delighted to welcome Christopher W. Swarth as 
a new associate editor, and WFO’s past president Catherine Pannell Waters as our 
new book-review editor. I’m deeply grateful to assistant editor Dan Gibson, graphics 
manager Ginger Johnson, photo editor Peter LaTourrette, and webmaster/designer/
typographer Tim Brittain for continuing in their roles as vital players in our team 
producing Western Birds.

Philip Unitt 


